
Wildlife A&E 10th Anniversary 2 February 2020

News Update - 10th 
Anniversary! Yay! 

This year is our 10th Anniversary, I can’t 
believe it! So much has happened in 
those ten years and all we can hope is 
that - with all your help - we have made 
a difference.

We started with a couple of small sheds, 
and small pen which my daughter and I 
built in an afternoon. Word soon got 
around about us and we needed more 
space. 

A large pen was donated from a lovely 
lady in Colgate which we had to 
dismantle, transport and rebuild- that 
was fun! The panels were mahoosive. 
But with help from very good friends, one 
of whom had a big trailer, we managed. 
We were also offered another shed so 
we now had more space.

Over the years we have had many 
patients through the doors, most of 
which have recovered their health and 
have been released back to the wild. 
That is always the aim and so 
immensely satisfying when it is possible. 
It almost makes up for the tragic stories 
and the unfixable patients. 

In 2012, I was lucky enough to come 
across a lovely vet in Forest Row. Alex 
had the same affinity with wildlife as us 
and he has help us ever since. I doubt 
there are many Vets out there who care 
as much about wildlife as he does.

In 2014, I met Sue and her husband 
Steve. Sue has been my rock; always at 
the end of the phone and willing to help 
in any way she can. She is mad but we 
forgive her. I couldn’t have coped over 
the last 6 years without her. Poor Steve 
and my husband Dave very politely and 
calmly put up with us and our “can you 
just do” lists. We are very lucky and 
grateful to them both for not filing for 
divorce.

Over the years we have had a lot of 
support from the public and our regular 
followers who have helped us keep 
things going with donations. We certainly 
couldn’t do it without your support. Thank 
You so much. We add to this by holding 
bi-annual Quiz nights, treasure hunts 
and making appearances at summer 
fetes with our stall. We have also had 
help from the John Lewis and Waitrose 
green token scheme, donations from 
local schools who have raised funds for 
us, and regular monthly payments from 
some of our supporters. 

This money is all put to good use either 
treating the patients or providing 
adequate housing for them during their 
stay.  It has enabled us to buy a 
purpose-built cabin for the hospital, a 
new aviary, three incubators to name but 
a few. 

1

WILDLIFE A&E  



Wildlife A&E 10th Anniversary 2 February 2020

Speaking of which, in 
2016 We had raised 
enough money to buy a 
large cabin to use as 
the hospital. It was a 
self build project so we 
called upon all family 
and friends to lend us a 
hand. They all did 
amazing work and we 
suddenly had a purpose 
built Hospital Unit. 

It was fitted out with 
cages donated to us by 
Folly Wildlife Rescue who were 
looking to throw them away. The 
whole cabin was fitted out by my 
lovely husband Dave with a 
framework to hold the cages and 
work-stations from kitchen units 
that were also donated.
It was so nice to have a proper 
building to work in and have space 
to move. We had certainly outgrown 
the shed and our conservatory is now 
part of our house again. I have a very 
happy husband. 
                 
2018 we rebuilt and extended the 
aviaries ourselves another great 
project funded by you and our cash 
raising efforts! That has given us more 
space for all sorts; birds and mammals 
alike - not at the same time I hasten to 
add!
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2019 

 

 

3

2019 was another busy year with lots of animals needing our help. Looking back at 
the numbers we have had a large influx of pigeons and doves - 66 to be exact - and 
nearly the same number of ducklings; 48. We are still not sure why that would be. 
Despite us being a very small rescue centre we will never turn anything away but we 
commit to the fact that, if we are busy and unable to get to the casualty, we will 
always pass you on to someone who may be able to help. Over the past 10 years, 
we have established a good working relationship with a number of rescue 
organisations that border and overlap ours.  

One of our memorable casualties was the tawny owl 
who came in covered in a very sticky glue from a glue 
trap. She took numerous weeks to get her clean and 
her feathers back to normal but we did it and it was a 
lovely sight to see her fly off.

Another was the Lindfield 12, these were day old ducklings left 
on their own after their mother was killed. It took Sue and I, 4 

hours to catch 6 of them, the other 6 were evading capture by 
staying in the middle of the pond so we left them to take the first 6 

back to the hospital. Whilst we were sorting them out we had a call 
to say a lady and her children had managed to catch the others. We 

rushed over to collect them and reunite them with their siblings. They all did 
very well and a 6 weeks later they were ready to go home. We were not sure 
how this would pan out as the other ducks may not accept them. We arrived to 
see another mum with a family of young ducklings already there, our hearts 
sank as we know how territorial ducks can be. But we had to give it a go. We let 
the ducklings back onto the pond and stood back, they all started exploring 
together and then the mother of the other ducklings started heading towards 
them. As she approached them, they swam towards her and it was if she knew, 
she gathered them all up and they followed her over to where the other 
ducklings were. We were thrilled and left there feeling chuffed.
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In September last year the 
hedgehog orphan season 
started with two tiny hoglets 
weighing 60 grams being 
admitted covered in fly eggs. 
We did our best to get these all 
of but the smallest of the two 
had them in her ears, mouth 
and nose and despite our best 
efforts she died the next day. 
Her sister did really well after 
a shaky start and is now with 
the other 15 orphans in our 

winter hedgehog hotel, being kept 
an eye on 
by our 
lovely 
Anne 
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I think we can say that we have had the 
pleasure of looking after most varieties of 
garden birds but a new one to us was a 
beautiful Goldcrest. It was found on a 
ladies doorstep a bit wobbly with a small 
wound on its side. It was settled for the 
night with meds and warmth. The 
following morning it was hopping around 
the cage desperate to get out so was 
released.  

Pigeons have come in thick and fast last autumn. 

Main problem being canker but we also had a 

couple with torticollis. Most of these did well and 

were able to be released.
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In January I had two calls on the same 
day about owls down chimneys in two 
completely different places, one was in 
Maidstone the other in Goudhurst. I 
decided to go to Goudhurst first, as this 
one had found its way down into the 
log burner. It was covered in soot and 
the finder reported hearing it in the 
chimney about three days previous to 
it falling, I decided to take him back to 
the hospital for a complete check. Then 
I went on to the second one in 
Maidstone, but when I got there it had 
climbed further back up the chimney 
and there was no way we were going 
to get it. I left a net to cover the 
chimney & fire place, hoping it would 
come down that night. To my delight 
it did and was flying around the next 
morning when the finder got up!. 
She managed to catch it and get it in 
to a box. He was released that night 
as he had a mate waiting.
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In October we had our second Quiz 

Night of the year, we always have a 

great time wit these and it is great 

to see our teams new and regular 

having fun. Especially all the oo’s 

and arrr’s and the occasional “I told 

you so”, when we are giving the 

answers. Thank you to all those 

that attended and we. Hope to see 

you again.  

       
An unusual patient was a fan 
tailed dove which had been bitten 
by something and had a large 
nasty wound on its side. It was 
very bright so I told the finder 
that I would give him a chance 
The wound has taken a while to 
heal but is almost there now. He 
has a bit of a limp but is able to 
get around the cage both wings 
seem to be ok but will need to 
build up his muscles again to fly 
before he can be rereleased. 

That night on our way home we had a call from two lovely ladies that had 
witnessed two tawny owls falling from the sky into the road in front of them. 
They had obviously been fighting and the driver managed to catch it on her dash 
cam- not something you see every day!! One flew off as they approached but 
the other just lay in the road. They scooped it up in a jumper and brought it to 
us. There were no injuries that we could see but it was obviously in shock, so we 
kept it overnight. It was certainly ready to go the next day and was released 
successfully the next evening.
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We also held a hedgehog awareness day, in October, 
where we introduced our visitors to some of our 

autumn orphans. Explaining how we can help them in 
the future by making small adjustments to our gardens 
and encouraging development of wildlife areas in 
gardens. 
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Here are a couple of our incubators that we have managed to buy 
with donations we have received this year. The second one is a 
portable one which we can plug into the car and take to collect 
casualties. Its first job was to bring the ducklings home from 
Lindfield pond.

Dates for your diary: 
Quiz Night: Saturday April 25th 
Quiz Night: Saturday October 17th 

Here’s to the next decade 
We all love our work, despite the ups and downs. It is a great privilege to be 
able to get up close and personal with our diverse and fascinating wildlife, 
helping them to get better and back to where they should be.  

On those days that don’t go well, we try to look at the positives, that we tried and at 
least they were warm and cared for, but, even after all these years, it still breaks our 
hearts when the outcome isn’t positive.  

We can’t tell you how much we appreciate the support you give us with your many 
donations, (we couldn’t do it without those), gifts from our Amazon list, attendance at 
the fund raising events we hold and your lovely comments on Facebook, letters, phone 
calls and emails. 

So, from the bottom of our hearts, Thank You. 
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Sue’s Blog 
2010 Was a very good year for British Wildlife 
it was the year Debbie began Wildlife A&E! 
With the help of her daughter’s Sam and 
Louise, who kept bringing ‘mum’ (an ex 
human nurse) injured and orphaned animals 
and birds to look after. Debbie used her 
nursing skills to help the wildlife, and 
Wildlife A&E was born..... with the help of 
her husband Dave, who was drafted in to 
build various pens and sheds and who 
tolerated the conservatory being turned into 
a makeshift hospital, for the wildlife with 
various orphan baby’s in pods and cages next 
to the Aga to keep them warm. 

I was lucky enough to meet Debs at The 
Crowborough French Market and Fair in 2014. 
She was minding her own business selling her 
wildlife bric-à-brac to raise money for the 
critters, with a beautiful rescue barn owl 
called Ozzy, perched above her and a 
young signet having a swim next to her! That 
was it it was for me, it was meant to be! I 
immediately introduced myself and asked if I 
could be a volunteer.... The rest is history.  

The hilarity and fun was there from the 
start, with us both being somewhat accident 
prone, (we are both known to the local 
cottage hospital!) The deer rescues were 
particularly robust, and carrying an injured 
deer by stretcher through trees and brambles 
up muddy slopes and across streams 
was always going to be challenging.  

One of our first rescues together was a 
squirrel stuck behind an old fashioned 
radiator. However, with the use of 
various BBQ equipment, and a wooden 
spoon, we managed to free it, and off it 
went at high speed up the nearest tree. So 
many adventures and rescues ensued but 
with Debs guidance and constant patience,  I 
have learnt a great deal over the years.  

My own husband Steve has, like Dave, 
stepped in to help build many of our pens. It 
soon became apparent that Debs and I 
needed more accommodation for the 
animals,  so Steve created “The 
Hedgehog Hilton”, “Duckingham Palace” and 
an aviary for our own owl “Merlin”,  a long 
Eared European Owl who Debs kindly 

entrusted to me to care for. Such a privilege. 
We already had a tall enclosure named 
“Twigglet Towers” which was kindly given to 
us by Debs, and in which we keep  small 
birds, doves and pigeons before release.  

In 2016 Wildlife A&E had enough money to 
build a purpose made cabin. We had to put 
down foundations for it, then build it in Debs 
garden as a proper animal hospital. It’s 
incredible, and has made such a difference 
to the welfare of rescued animals. Giving us 
a good area to work, and enabling us to look 
after many more animals and birds. Stage 
two in 2018 was an amazing double 
section aviary which could accommodate 
Ozzy, Debs barn owl, and could also be used 
for an array of different wildlife, from 
hedgehogs to ducks, and many others. The 
new aviary freed up the original pen for the 
foxes, and other birds of prey.  

Plans for this year will be to re-roof Debs 
original pen (the one kindly donated by a 
lady in Colgate). However, who knows what 
this year will bring, I can only say a huge 
thank you to Debs for taking a chance on 
me and for all the wonderful adventures and 
rescues we’ve taken part in. 

On average, Wildlife A&E rescues around 350 
to 360 animals and birds each year.  The aim 
is always to get them well enough 
to release, and it still always causes us such 
sadness when an animal or bird doesn’t make 
it despite our best efforts. Having said 
that, everything we release gives us such a 
feeling of accomplishment, and makes 
everything worth the blood sweat and tears. 
So here’s to the next 10 years.  

Thanks Debs, thanks for everything.. 
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