
 

Autumn News Letter 2014 

 

Autumn is upon us, but the orphan season seems to be going on and on!! 21st August just when we thought we had 

had all the fawns in for this year, we were called out to a young fawn found in Groombridge Place. This little one 

turned out to be about 5 days old!!! We have had them at this time of year before but this year everything seemed 

to come in early so we thought we had seen the end of the babies! He was a beautiful little boy, who we have 

named, Glen, he joins the other 6 who are growing fast. Then a couple of weeks ago we had a call from Secret World 

who had a lone late fawn and wondered if we could take her, she is about the same age as Glen – called Georgia , 

she has also settled in well despite her long journey from Somerset. 

.                          

 Glen the day he arrived                                                     Glen sharing some browse with Gerald 



All eight fawns are now in the release pen where they will stay until next April/May, we keep them until then as this 

is the time they would naturally leave their parents. Finding food for them is a large part of what we do this time of 

year, we can be seen all over the county collecting brambles, silver birch, hazel, willow, hawthorn, black thorn, by 

the truck load, as we have to keep the diet as close to what they would find in the wild. We do supplement when the 

leaves die off as a case of necessity, which is when it becomes expensive, and with eight to feed this year any help 

with donations would be gratefully received.We are also getting a lot of young hedgehogs, pigeons, and squirrels but 

that is fairly normal for this time of year. We had a family of hedgehogs via the British Wildlife Centre, who were 

removed from a garden as the finder didn’t want them there! This was a mum with 4 babies still suckling. They all 

did well and homes have been found for all of them, we can’t understand why someone would not like hedgehogs in 

their garden- we have whole list of people wanting them! 

 For the month of October, Arkwildlife.Co.uk are doing a Great Hedgehog giveaway, donating food to the rescues 

with the most nominations. Please vote for us on their website and help us help more hedgehogs like these. 

 

Something we don’t see very often, was a beautiful young kingfisher which was seen in  someone’s garden for a 

couple of days, just sitting , on the second day they got worried, picked it up and brought it to us. It was very 

lethargic, dehydrated but soon perked up after a warm and some rehydration fluid. It had to be force fed to start 

with but after a couple of days it was taking a little on it own. These birds do not normally do well in captivity but as 

it was a youngster it didn’t seem to mind. It did really well for a couple of weeks, but as it got stronger we noticed it 

was getting very wet when feeding and obviously did not have enough oil in its feathers to keep it dry. Whether this 

was due to the diet he was having or that he did not seem to preen very much we are not sure. This made his 

rehabilitation to the wild difficult because until he was able to water proof himself he would not survive. We built 

him a lovely pen outside with a large pool to dive into and plenty of perches to dry off on, but he was getting cold, so                        

                                                       



we brought him back inside. After another week we tried him out again but he was still getting very wet and cold. It 

was catch 22, he was eating well so we left him outside with heat lamp to get under, but two days later I went down 

to him with his breakfast to find that he had died in the night. It was so sad, he was doing so well.          

Ducklings are something we have seen a lot of this year we had a family of 9 found wandering down the A217 in 

Burgh Heath, picked up by a landscape gardener and i collected them from his daughter in East Grinstead. 

Unfortunately we lost 5 of them, they died one after the other, a couple of days after they came in, but the 4 that 

survived did really well and were raised by our new recruits Sue and Steve, who bought them a magnificent house 

and run aptly named ’Duckingham  Palace’! All 4 were recently released on to one of our volunteer’s garden pond, 

and have joined the local ducks who visit the pond daily for breakfast. T hank you Steve and Sue you did a brilliant 

job with them. 

         

Since the ducklings have left the palace is now the Hilton Hedgehog Hotel, as the 4 hoglets have now taken up 

residence for the winter. Their weights will be watched carefully and as soon as the cold frosts arrive if they haven’t 

reached at least 700g they will be kept for the winter and released next spring. 

     

Our Charles Lumley Aviary has been put to good use this year, it has been a hen house over winter for our three 

rescued battery hens, a fox cub pen, a pigeon aviary, a deer fawn pen and lately an owl pen for the three barn owls 

we recently had brought to us.  

A very nice couple who live on Ashdown forest, found a young barn owl very cold and thin, on the ground, under an 

owl box in their garden. They phoned a number of places including the Barn Owl trust who told them if it weighed 

less than 230g it needed to be taken to a vet. They phoned Forest Lodge where i was at the time and after a quick 

chat they brought her down. She had no life in her at all, she was very cold and not eaten for a long time. I got her on 

to a heat pad straight away and warmed her up got some fluids and food into her and she started to perk up a bit. 

The finders also said that there were two more but they were not sure if they were parents or children, but said they 

would keep an eye on them and see if food was being delivered.  



              

They sent me a picture from inside the box of two more and a dead one but it was difficult to make out if they were 

adults or not. The noises from the box became less the next evening and we were getting worried that maybe they 

were not well either. So we made the decision to get them out. The two remaining were also youngsters and on the  

thin side so they came and joined their sister. After a few days of food it was time to put them outside in the aviary 

to stretch their wings. Food was going and the pellets were nice and healthy, but the first owl was still on its own and 

not looking good. I brought her back in so i could keep an eye on what she was eating, but unfortunately found her 

dead in her box the next day. Not sure why she had definitely put on weight since arriving so i think there was 

something else going on which was probably why she was pushed out in the first place. The other two thrived and 

were released back into their box, food is being left out for them until they no longer need it. A brilliant result for 

two at least. 

         

Something that we come across all too often is wildlife caught in tennis nets or football nets. Please if it is not 

possible to remove the nets when they are not in use, then roll them up off the ground so that nothing can get 

caught in them. We have had deer and a number of owls caught in nets this year, and not only is it dangerous for the 

animals, it is dangerous for us to untangle them and get them out. Only the other day i hear of a group of people 

who came across a stag caught in a football net, and without thinking went straight in to help the poor trapped 

animal. Very courageous you may think but deer are dangerous they have antlers and pointed sharp feet! And two 

of the group ended getting injured themselves  one, a broken leg and the other,  a broken arm, they did however 

free the animal. Please if you come across anything similar call a rescue centre, dont go in yourself and get hurt. I 

have had to remove three owls from netting just recently and unfortunately all of them have died, mainly because 

they are not found until the following day and have been slowly strangling themselves as they try to get out. 

Admissions this year to end of September come to 260, which includes 86 deer calls.( Total of admissions last year 

totalled 236 for the year including 61 deer), and we still have three months to go!!!! We are only a small team, so 

please bear with us if we dont answer your call straight away, we may be on a call already, but we will get back to 

you as soon as we can. 

 



FUND RAISING 

Fund raising is a big part of our work and without this we couldnt afford to do what we do. We have had a stall at a 

number of shows and fetes this summer and would like to that them all for inviting us. SO a big THANK YOU to: 

Crowborough Summer Fun Day                                                        Cat Protection Summer Fair Chelwood Gate 

Surrey Spring Show in Lingfield                                                         Dormansland Dog and Horse Show Lingfield  

Gatton Park Reigate                                                                            Meadows onthe Weald – Rotherfield 

Rotherfield Fiesta                                                                                 Keep it local – Sally & Ann, East Grinstead 

We would also like to say a big Thank you to my friend Ann Watson, who recently had her 70th birthday and instead 

of presents asked all her friends and relatives to donate the money to Wildlife A&E  this raised an amazing £260. 

Thank you all so much. 

We held a Car Treasure Hunt on 21st September we had 10 teams   winning team was  The Poppy Club great fun was 

had by all and they didnt get too lost. 

QUIZ NIGHT:  We are holding another Quiz night at the British Wildlife Centre on Saturday November 22nd  starting 

at 7.30pm. Teams of 4-6 £5/person- nibbles, tea and coffee supplied please bring your own glasses and drink. To 

book a place please email us :wildlifeaande@gmail.com or call 01892852261, forms call also be colledted from 

Forest Lodge Veterinary Centre, Forest Row. 

 

If you have a few spare pennies and feel you would like to help we have a wish list on Amazon where you can buy 

something that we use regularly. Or donations can be sent to:  

Wildlife A&E, Unity Cottage, High Cross, Rotherfield, Sussex, TN6 3PX 

Bank details: Wildlife A&E, a/c no. 65447255 sort code 08-92-99 

 

We would like to thank all those who have donated and helped us so far we couldn’t do it without your support we 

are extremely grateful. 

 

 


